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FIRE DEPARTMENT 



REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1896. 



Headquarters Fire Department, City of New York, ^ 
Nos. 157 and 159 East Sixty-seventh Street, 
Office Board of Commissioners, 

New York, July 1, 1897. . 

To the Hon. Wiluam L. Strong, Mayor of New York : 

Sir — We have the honor to submit herewith the report of the opera- 
tions and actions of this Department for the year 1896. 

After a brief illness, Commissioner Austin E. Ford died on Sep- 
tember 17, and Thomas Sturgis was appointed in his place on September 
26. ' 

The Board was reorganized on September 28, by the election of Com- 
missioner James R. Sheffield as President, and of Commissioner Thomas 
Sturgis as Treasurer. 

The Committees were also reorganized as follows : 

Committee on Rules, etc" to have cognizance of matters pertaining 
to rules and apparatus, President James R. Sheffield. 

Committee on Telegraph, etc., to have cognizance of matters pertain- 
ing to the Bureau of Fire Alarm Telegraph and Electrical Appliances, 
the Bureau of Fire Marshal, New Sites and Buildings and Repairs to 
Buildings, and the Repair Shops, Commissioner Thomas Sturgis. 



Committee on Uniformed Force, etc., to have cognizance of matters 
pertaining to the Bureau of the Chief of Department, the Bureau of the 
Inspector of Combustibles, the Attorney, Supplies and the Hospital and 
Training Stables, Commissioner O. H. La Grange. 

The President to be ex-officio member of each of the last two Com- 
mittees. 

Personnel, etc. 

Briefly summarized, the tables which follow show that at the close 
of the year the entire active personnel of the Department numbered 
1395, the fire extinguishing force comprising 1 193, assigned (with the 
exception of 15 chief officers) to the 86 companies, comprising 14 
battalions. The companies were classified as follows : 



Fire-boats 3 

Single engine companies 52 

Double engine companies 9 

Total engine companies 64 

Single hook and ladder companies 21 

Double hook and ladder companies 1 

Total hook and ladder companies 22 

Aggregate : 86 



The double companies are so called because they each have two sets 
of apparatus and horses and an additional force of officers and firemen. 
They are divided into two sections 一 the second of which remains in 
quarters when the first has responded to an alarm, in readiness for service 
in case of another alarm in the vicinity. 

The usual complement for a single company is twelve officers and 
men. 

Three of the companies (one engine and two hook and ladder 
companies) have each a water-tower attached, with an additional officer 
and from three to five men. 
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One single hook and ladder company has a chemical fire extinguish- 
ing apparatus attached, two of the single engine companies are each 
equipped with a chemical fire extinguishing apparatus, and two are 
equipped with a hose wagon ； all the other engine companies, both single 
and double, use steam fire-engines. 

During the year four engine companies were organized as follows : 
Engine Company No. 61 一 Located in the former Village of West- 
chester, on south side Main street, between Thomas street 
and Westchester turnpike ； equipped with a combination 
chemical engine and hose wagon. 
Engine Company No. 62 一 Located in the former Village of 
Williamsbridge, at No. 61 White Plains avenue ； equipped 
with a hose wagon. 
Engine Company No. 63 ― Located in the former Village of Wake- 
field, on north side of Westchester avenue, between Fulton 
street and White Plains avenue ； equipped with a combination 
chemical engine and hose wagon. 
Engine Company No. 64 一 Located in the former Village of Union- 
port, at No. 64 Twelfth street, between Avenues C and D ； 
equipped with a four-wheel hose wagon. 
Partly to replace old apparatus, condemned and sold as unfit for 
further service, four steam and three chemical fire-engines, five hose 
wagons and three hook and ladder trucks were added to the plant of the 
Department. Chemical engines were used in the Department a number 
of years since, but they were afterwards discontinued. Since then they 
have been much improved upon, and their re-introduction has been 
followed by very good results, many fires having been entirely extin- 
guished by them. Being lighter than a steam fire-engine, they can be 
moved with greater ease, and they also possess the advantage of getting 
to work with more celerity. 

The equipment of the Department is believed to be in better condi- 
tion than ever before, but to successfully cope with a number of large 
fires occurring simultaneously, or nearly so, the Board is now of the opin- 
ion that the companies should be strengthened and the fire extinguishing 
force increased. 



Further additions to the plant, notably several powerful steam fire- 
engines, will soon be procured, the necessity for which is emphasized by 
the continued erection of high buildings. 

There will also be added to the fire extinguishing plant of the Depart- 
ment a new fire-boat, for which an appropriation of $50,000 has been 
granted. 

The Board has received numerous and urgent demands for more fire 
protection in the suburban districts of the city, which, owing to lack of 
appropriation, it has not been able to entirely satisfy. These demands 
emanate mainly from the sections of the city lying beyond the Harlem 
river, having an approximate area of 44 square miles, in which there were, 
at the close of the year, but fourteen apparatus companies. Distances 
are so great, so many streets and roads are unpaved and grades are so 
steep, as to greatly delay and hinder the response of the apparatus to 
many locations from which alarms are received. More companies are 
therefore a matter of urgent necessity in this part of the city. 



Personnel, December 31. 

Headquarters 一 

Commissioners 3 

Secretary and Assistant Secretary … 2 

Attorney 1 

Purchasing Agent 1 

Medical Officers 3 

Building Superintendent , 1 

Bookkeepers and Clerks 9 

Stenographers and Typewriters . - 4 

Janitor, Engineer, Elevator Attendants, Watchman 

and Stokers 9 

Weighmaster 1 

Plumber 1 

Cleaners and Scrubwomen 、 5 

Carpenters 2 

Laborer 1 



Drivers 



2 

- 45 
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Bureau of Chief of Department 一 
Uniformed Force : 

Chief of Department and Deputy Chiefs of 



Department 3 

Chiefs of Battalion . 12 

Foremen 90 

Assistant Foremen • 、 . … g6 

Engineers 、 * * 148 

C First Grade 一 673 

Firemen . Second Grade 78 

{ Third Grade 73 

824 

Un-uniformed Force : 

Pilots on Fire-boats (Engines 43 and 51) . . . 4 

Stokers on Fire*boats (Engines 43, 51 and 57) 13 

Engineers on Fire-boats (Engines 43 and 51) 3 

20 

1,193 

Bureau of Inspector of Combustibles ― 

Inspector of Combustibles 1 

Clerks . • 2 

Surveyors 6 

Oil Collectors 4 

13 

Bureau of Fire Marshal ― 

Fire Marshal 1 

Assistant Fire Marshal 1 

Confidential Examiner 1 

Clerk and Stenographer 2 

5 

Fire Alarm Telegraph- 
Superintendent of Telegraph 1 

Chief Operator 1 

Operators • 5 

Assistant Operators • ； 5 

Chief Inspector of Electrical Appliances and Assistant 2 

Inspectors of Electrical Appliances … . ： • • • 7 

Clerk and Stenographers 3 
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Fire Alarm Telegraph ― 

Inspectors of Alarm Boxes 

Instrument Maker 

Batteryman and Assistant Batteryman 

Groundmen 

Foreman of Linemen 

Linemen 

Mason 

Cable Splicers . . … 

Climbers 

Painter and Machinist Helper 

Drivers 

Repair Shops 一 

Foreman 

Receiver of Supplies 

Engineer 

Machinists 

Machinists' Helpers 

Mechanics ，…- 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths' Helpers 

Wheelwrights 

Harness Makers 

Hose Repairers and Helpers 

Painters 

Watchmen 

Drivers 

Boiler Maker 

Coppersmith 

Steamfitters 

Woodworker 

Laborers • 

Boardman 

Carpenters 



Hospital Stables ― 

Superintendent and Assistant 2 

Feedman 1 

Stablemen 8 

Drivers 2 

13 

Total Active Force 1,395 

Relieved from Service at Fires 一 

Uniformed Force : 

Chiefs of Battalion 5 

Foremen • .... 11 

Assistant Foremen 7 

Engineers 17 

Firemen 62 

Private 1 

103 

Aggregate 1 ,498 



A ppropriation (including transfers) and Expenditures, 



Title of Appropriation. 


Amount. 


Expended. 


Balance. 


Salaries 一 


$65,990 69 

i 776,179 83 
18,038 20 
9,713 28 
58,245 00 
66,143 00 
13 .316 00 


$61,484 50 
1,776,008 68 
17,997 28 
9,712 28 

58,150 99 
66, t 27 22 
xi,6so 86 


$4.436 19 


Bureau Fire Alarm Telegraph and Electrical Appliances. 


94 01 

is 78 

I.6Q5 14 




-2,007,555 00 
337,fcoo 00 


$2,001,101 8z 
327,000 00 


$6,453 19 
10,800 00 




"345,355 00 


$2,328,101 8z 


$i7'253 x 9 
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Bond Issues for Sites, Buildings % Underground Telegraph, etc*、 etc., under 

Chapter 76, Laws of 1 894, as A mended. 



Year. 



1894 
1895 
1896 

1894 

1895 
1896 



Title of Appropriation. 



New Sites 



New Buildings. 



1894 
1895 
1896 



1894 
1895 
1896 



Additions and Alterations to Buildings. 



Fitting up and Furnishing Buildings 



1894 

1895 
1896 



Placing Wires and Conduits Underground. 



Amount. 



$35,000 00 
65 



78,015 00 
28'coo 00 
94,500 00 



35,000 00 
38,500 00 



T 2,000 OO 



12,033 OO 



Expended. 



$35,000 00 
9.S93 ^5 

78,015 00 
35 00 



16,300 00 
2,969 00 



30,000 00 
40,000 00 
44.898 35 



",958 95 
9,013 04 



•29,937 75 
7,593 49 



Balance. 



$100,508 CO 

l»7.965 00 
94.5CO co 



{122,465 00 



$18,700 00 
35,53i 00 



"1 05 
2,986 96 

$3» oa8 01 



$62 25 
32,406 51 
44.898 35 



#77'367 " 



Of the expenditures, the following amounts were, under contracts, 
awarded upon proposals advertised for as provided by law : 

Apparatus, Supplies, etc. 一 

For forage $33^58 00 

For repairs to fire-boats 10,710 00 

For fuel 33,692 00 

For new hose 17,850 00 

For new hose wagons 94。 00 

For new trucks 3,250 00 



T 1 

Apparatus, Supplies, etc. 一 

For new fire-engines $8,800 00 

For repairs to fire-engines 14,575 00 

For telegraph poles. • • - 855 4。 

For repairing apparatus houses 2,479 S° 

For keyless doors … 2,362 50 

For repairs to fire-alarm boxes, etc 4,987 50 

Total • $134,359 90 



Under a more rigid superintendence an average saving of about 10 
per centum has been effected in the purchase of supplies and materials. 

The refurnishing of company quarters, previously begun, has been 
continued, and, with the means now at hand, will soon be finished. This 
adds materially to the comfort and well-being of the firemen, who are 
compelled to spend nearly all' the time in quarters. Heretofore they 
were required to furnish their own bed linen, but with the saving effected 
the Board has been enabled to furnish about three-fourths of the com- 
panies with these articles. 



Amount of Bills and Pay-rolls Audited. 
Bills for 1894 $33,647 96 

Bills for 1895 111,123 55 

Bills lor 1896 228,032 84 

$372,804 35 

Pay-rolls for 1896 2,001,101 83 

$2,373,9o6 18 

New Regulation. 

The following new regulation was established to govern the storage 
of feed, hay and straw in tenement-houses in the City of New York, pur- 
suant to the provisions of chapter 567, Laws of 1895, as follows : 

Section 656. * * * " after the first day of September, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
" five, no part of any tenement-house shall be used for the storage of feed, hay or straw, except 
" by permit of and under such conditions as may be prescribed by the Fire Department." * * * 
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Regulation I. All transoms, windows, doors and other openings leading into halls or into 
rooms opening into halls from any store or place of business- in which feed, hay or straw is kept or 
stored in any tenement-house in the City of New York, or from a shed or other structure adjoining 
and connecting with such tenement-house, shall be solidly closed with the same material as the 
walls or partitions in which the openings exist, if said walls or partitions are of brick, or other 
material equally as fire-proof, so that there shall be no opening between said store, storage place, 
shed or other structure and the other parts of any such tenement-house. If said walls or partitions 
are not of such material, they shall be taken down and rebuilt of brick, or other material equally 
as fire-proof, from floor to ceiling of the story used for such purposes. Such walls or partitions, if of 
brick, must be at least eight inches in thickness and be plastered on both sides with approved cement 
or asbestos mortar. All ceilings of such stores or places of storage, if not hre-proof, shall be 
replaced with iron lath and plastered with approved cement or asbestos mortar, or with other 
fire-proof material. 

Regulation 2. No loose or unbaled hay or straw shall be stored or kept in any tenement-house. 
Of baled hay, a quantity not exceeding twenty-five bales, and of baled straw not exceeding fifteen 
bales, may be so kept and stored, but no more. 

Regulation 3. No feed, hay or straw shall be stored or kept under any stairs in any such 
tenement-house, and all lights used in any such store, place of business or storage place, shall be 
protected by wire-cloth globes or cylinders, or lanterns. No smoking shall be allowed in any 
such store, place of business or storage place. • 

Regulation 4. All stoves used in any store, storage place or place of business, in which feed, 
hay or straw is kept or stored in any tenement-house in the City of New York, shall be protected 
by a sheet of zinc or iron under the same, and by a portable sheet-iron jacket surrounding and 
enclosing at least three-quarters thereof ； and no hay or straw shall be placed within three feet of 
the stove-jacket or of the pipe leading from any such stove, which pipe, wherever it may pass 
through any ceiling or wooden partition, or within less than three feet thereof, shall pass through 
an approved double metal or terra-cotta thimble or sleeve. 

Company Organization, Kind and Number of Apparatus^ and Number 
of Horses^ Number of Alarms Responded to, etc. 



Company. 



Engine 1, 
" 2, 
" 3 



Apparatus. 



"9 
150 
150 
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Company. 



Engine 5 . 
" 6. 

" 7 

" 8. 

" 9. 
" xo. 

" 11. 



«« 13. 



" 14. 
" 15. 
" l6. 

" 

" l8. 

" "9- 
" 20. 

2Z. 
" 22. 

a 3 . 
" 34. 

«« 25. 
" 26. 

•' 27. 

" 26. 

" 39. 
" 3o- 
" 31- 
" 32- 
" 33- 
" 34. 
" 35- 

•' 36. 
" 37. 



Apparatus. 
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Engine 38 

" 39 

" 40 

" 41 

" 42 

" 43C 

" 44 

•' 45 

" 46 

" 47 

" 48 

*' 49 

" 5。 

" 51c 

" S3 

" 53 

" 54 

" 55 

" 56 ；. 

" 57C 

" 58 

" 59 

6o 

" 61 

" 62 

'• 63 

" 64 

Hook and Ladder 



e\ 
di 

fl 



2. 
3 



5- 

6 



Apparatus. 



No. oi Hook and 

Ladder Trucks, 
(a horses each.) 


No. of Alarms 

Responded to. 






• • 


151 


• • 


x6o 




56 




33 


• * 


103 


• • 


201 


1 


33 


• • 


27 


• • 


ic6 


• • 


23 


1 


9 


1 


43 


• • 


178 




Z2 




I20 




207 




I30 








"7 




"4 




100 




56 




15 




12 




9 








263 




282 




312 




363 




263 




418 



21 

26 

43 

13 
11 

6 

33 

14 

14 

23 
6 

33 

15 

9 
28 

35 
52 

36 

23 

23 

19 
12 

8 

145 
127 
182 
201 
in 
197 



Company. 
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JO 


6 




of Hook and 

Ladder True 
(2 horses each.) 


Alarms 

Responded 


Fires Per- 
formed Duty 






6 


d 


d 




3°3 


121 






89 




3°° 


r 39 




179 




Ai 


2:4 


IC2 




279 


121 




207 


149 




223 






118 


7t 




189 


123 




74 


54 




403 


162 






12 




274 


xoo 




333 


139 




1S8 


84 


mo 







Company. 



Hook and Ladder 7 , 
8. 



9- 
10. 
11 . 
12. 

14. 

15- 
16. 

17- 
18. 

19 
20. 

21 . 

22. 



Apparatus. 



Total. 



k6j 



/50 
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a One hose wagon used as boat tender. 

b Water-tower No. 1 ； alarms, 235 ； duty at, 10. 

c Fire-boat. 

d Combination chemical engine and hose wagon, 

organized February 1, Z896. 

e Organized February 1, 1896. 

f Organized May 1， 1896. 

g i water-tower No. 2 ； alarms, 242 ； duty at, 9. 



h 

J 
k 

m 
n 



Wrecking-truck. 

Water-tower No. 3 ； alarms, 192 ； duty at, 3. 

Cheirical engine. 

Steam, 66 ； chemical, 1. 

Hose, 48 ； combination chemical, 2. 

3 water-towers. 

i wrecking- truck. 
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Year of Entry into Uniformed Force of Officers and Members in Active 

Service on December 31. 
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A total of 557 officers, engineers and firemen were appointed in 1865, 
when the paid Department was organized, of which tiumber (as the pre- 
ceding table shows) but 49 remained at the close of 1896. The records 
show that of the original number 64 died in the service, 86 were retired 
or relieved from active service at fires (of whom 62 survive), and the 
remainder, 358, left the service by resignation/ dismissal, etc. 
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Notable Fires. 

February 29 一 No. 29 Thomas street, six-story brick and iron building, 
50 x 75 feet, occupied by importers of dry goods. The first alarm was 
received at 10.48 o'clock A. M., and at 10.515^ and 10.54 A. M., respec- 
tively, second and third alarms were sent out, followed by special calls 
for Engine Cos. Nos. 24 and 17. The services of fourteen engine com- 
panies, six hook and ladder companies and one water-tower were 
required, and the fire was under control in about two hours and twenty- 
five minutes. It originated on the fifth floor, and extended to the sixth 
and to the roof, doing considerable damage to the building. Esti- 
mated loss, $64,955. Cause not ascertained. 

March 2 — Nos. 338 and 340 East Thirty-first street, five-story brick 
building, 50 x 68 feet, occupied as a piano factory. The fire originated 
in the cellar and extended through all floors to the roof by way of ele- 
vator-shafts and stairways, considerably damaging the building. It also 
extended to No. 342 East Thirty-first street, a five-story brick building, 
25 x 60 feet, occupied as a tenement, doing slight damage. There was 
much trouble and delay caused by scarcity of water and lack of pressure, 
and to these causes must be ascribed the spread of the fire. Four com- 
panies reported th^Jt there was no water pressure indicated on the hy- 
drants, two companies were compelled to shut down and change hydrants 
owing to lack of water, and one company was shut down on account of 
small fish choking up suction connections. Eighteen engine and five 
hook and ladder companies and one water-tower were in service, and 
the fire was under control in about seven hours. Included in the above 
was one fire-boat, which was at work for twenty-three hours. First alarm 
was received at 8.58 P. M.， and at 9.05 and 9.13 P. M., respectively, second 
and third alarms were sent, and at 9.39 P. M. a fourth alarm. Estimated 
loss, $51,350. Cause not ascertained. 

March 6 一 No. 7 Laight street, six-story building, 25 x 200 feet, occu- 
pied by importers of embroideries, silks and woollen goods. The first 
alarm was received at 1.41 A. M. The fire originated on the second floor 
and spread to the third, fourth, fifth and sixth floors, and to Nos. 9 and 
1 1 Laight street, a six-story building, brick, 50 x 200 feet, occupied by 
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the Garvin Machine Company, doing considerable damage to both build- 
ings. At i. 51 1^, 2.03 and 2.17 A. M., respectively, second, third and 
fourth alarms were sent out, and at 2.24 A. M. a fifth alarm. In service, 
twenty-six engine companies, eight hook and ladder companies and two 
water-towers, and the fire was under control in about four hours and thirty 
minutes. Estimated loss, $228,847. Cause not ascertained. 

June 11 一 Nos. 1634 and 1636 Broadway, three-story brick building, 
150 x 200 feet, occupied as sales stables. At 8.43 and 8.49 P. M., respec- 
tively, third and fourth alarms were sent out, the first being received at 
8.36 P. M. Sixteen engine companies, five hook and ladder companies 
and one water-tower were in service, and the fire was under control in 
about three hours and thirty minutes. The body of Peter McCann, age 
22, an employee of one of the tenants, was found on the third floor after 
the fire was extinguished. There were about 240 horses in the building 
when the fire started, about 150 of which were accounted for, the rest 
being either burned or missing. The fire originated on the third floor and 
extended throughout the building and to No. 1648 Broadway, a three- 
story brick building, 25 x 200 feet, occupied by different tenants, slightly 
damaging the building. It also extended to tenement No. 200 West 
Fiftieth street, occupied by two families on each floor, doing slight dam- 
age to the building. Estimated loss, $100,218. Cause not ascertained. 

August 10 ― Nos. 128 and 130 Mangin street, east side, between 
Houston and Stanton streets, three-story brick building, 45 x 100 feet, 
occupied by saw-mill. The fire started on the first floor and extended 
throughout, destroying the building ； it also extended to No. 132 Mangin 
street, a two-story brick building, 25 x 35 feet, occupied by manufacturers 
of " fire-bricks " and as a dwelling, considerably damaging the build- 
ing ； to No. 134 Mangin street, a one-story frame building, and a lumber 
yard, 20 x 50 feet, causing trifling damage ； to Nos. 125-135 Mangin street, 
a six-story brick building, 1 50 x 40 feet, occupied by machine shop, slightly 
damaging that building, and then to No. 126 Mangin street, a one-story 
frame building, 30 x 150 feet, and coal yard, with slight damage. The 
services of sixteen engine companies and five hook and ladder companies 
were required, and the fire was under control in about two hours and 
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fifty-eight minutes. The first alarm was received at 2.02 P. M.， and at 
2.05, 2.07, 2.19 and 2.25 P. M., respectively, second, third, fourth and fifth 
alarms were sent out. Estimated loss, $18,579. Cause not ascertained. 

" August 11 ― No. 465 Greenwich street, east side, between Watts and 
Desbrosses streets, six-story brick building, 25 x 75 feet, occupied as a 
manufactory of electrical appliances, for which first alarm was sent out at 
2.43^ p * M * The fire originated on the first floor and extended through- 
out the building, doing much damage ； it then extended to No. 467 Green- 
wich street, a six-story brick building, 2$ x 75 feet, occupied by distillers, 
confectionery manufacturers and umbrella manufacturers, considerably 
damaging that building. The services of twenty-one engine companies 
and six hook and ladder companies, also one water-tower, were required, 
and the fire was under control in about nine hours and ten minutes. At 
2.49 and 3.01 p. M.， respectively, third and fourth alarms were sent out ； 
also special call at 6 A. M. on the 12th for Hook and Ladder Company 
No. S to work on the ruins. 

The following-named persons were burned to death on the fire-escape 
balcony : William Gray and James Muller. Phoenix Hass was so badly 
burned that he died at 5 P. M. at Hudson street hospital. James Cum- 
mings, P. Howart, Eugene Greenwood, George Kirk, Thomas Sharkey, 
Nicholas Stavia were severely, and James Hart, Phillip Lohrs, John 
Feme were slightly burned. The fire had made considerable headway 
before the alarm was sent out. The Chief of the Fifth Battalion arrived 
two minutes after the alarm was received and found the flames issuing 
from every door and window of No. 465 Greenwich street. Estimated 
loss, $65,220. Cause not ascertained. 

August 13 ― No. 198 Chambers street, five-story brick building, 100 
x 75 feet, occupied as a manufactory of essential oils and extracts. The 
fire originated on the second floor and extended to the third, fourth and 
fifth floors, with considerable damage to the building. The services of 
thirteen engine companies and four hook and ladder companies, and one 
water-tower were required, and the fire was under control in about five 
hours and a quarter. The first alarm was received at 11.51 P. M.， and a 
third alarm was sent out at 1 1.57, a second alarm being omitted ； also 
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special call at 5 A. M. on the 14th and 9.57 A. M. on the 15th, for Hook 
and Ladder Companies Nos. 5 and 1 5, respectively, to work on the ruins. 
There was a fire on the premises at 6.36 P. M., which was extinguished by 
Engine Companies Nos. 27 and 29 and Hook and Ladder Company No. 
1. The insurance patrolman left in charge of the premises after the fire 
reported to the Chief of the First Battalion that the second fire was 
caused by explosion of heated oils and chemicals. Estimated loss, 
$127,493. Cause not ascertained. 

August 23 一 Nos. 328 and 330 East Twenty-sixth street, five-story 
brick building, 50 x 100 feet, occupied by glass decorators. Alarm 
received at 2.15 A. M. The fire originated on the first floor and extended 
to the second, third, fourth and fifth floors, through stairways, consider- 
ably damaging the building. The services of fourteen engine companies, 
four hook and ladder companies and Water-tower No. 2 were required, 
and in about four hours the fire was under control. At 2.20 A. M. a third 
alarm was sent out, the second alarm being omitted. Estimated loss, 
$35,200. Cause not ascertained. 

December 1 一 No. 747 Broadway, four-story brick building, 25 x 200, 
and extended through to No. 306 Mercer street, occupied by bar fixtures, 
manufacturers. It also extended to the first, second, third, fourth floors 
and roof, through airshafts, considerably damaging the building ； then 
to Nos. 743 and 745 Broadway, a five-story brick building, occupied by 
manufacturers of clothing, slightly damaging the building. The services 
of seventeen engine companies, six hook and ladder companies and one 
water-tower were required, and the fire was under control in about three 
hours and a quarter. The first alarm was received at 7.05 P.M. and at 7.19, 
7.30 and 7.38 P. M.， respectively, second, third and fourth alarms were sent 
out. Estimated loss, $40,000. Cause not ascertained. 

December 25 ― Nos. 211 and 213 East Thirty-third street, six-story 
brick building, 50 x 100, occupied as a pipe factory. The fire originated 
on the third floor and extended throughout the building, destroying it ； 
also extended to Nos. 215 to 229 East Thirty-third street, a seven-story 
brick building, 150 x 60, also occupied by pipe factory, destroying it ； to 
No. 209 East Thirty-third street, a five-story brick building, 25 x 90, 
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occupied as dwelling, twenty families in building, considerably damaging 
it ； to Nos. 231 and 233 East Thirty-third street, a four-story brick build- 
ing, 40 x 60, occupied as a lager beer and saloon hall, slightly damaging 
the building ； to Nos. 214 and 216 East Thirty-fourth street, a four-story 
brick and iron building, 50 x 100, occupied by the Polyclinic Hospital, 
doing slight damage to the building ； and then to No. 218 East Thirty- 
fourth street, a four-story brick building, 25 x 40, occupied by Polyclinic 
Hospital, with trifling damage. The services of twenty-three engine com- 
panies and five hook and ladder companies were required, and the fire 
was under control in about four hours and a half. The first alarm was 
received at 7.20 A. M. and at 7.25, 7.30 and 7.50 A. M., respectively, third, 
fourth and fifth alarms were sent out. Special call for Water-tower No. 
I at 7.44 A. M. Estimated loss, $263,550. , Cause not ascertained. 



Although none of the fires classed as notable occurred in a modern high 
building, it is nevertheless the prevailing opinion in the Department that 
this class of structures is a menace to life and property. The height to which 
engines can throw water effectively is about 125 feet, so that all parts of 
buildings beyond this height are largely dependent on the means provided 
within them for the extinguishment of fires. Unfortunately, in the lower 
part of the city, where most of the high buildings are situated, two of the 
engine companies in the same district are so badly housed as to prevent 
their using the largest and most powerful engines. Engine Company No. 4, 
having been wrongfully deprived of its quarters at No. 39 Liberty street, 
near Nassau street, in 1893, has been obliged to locate in the quarters of 
Hook and Ladder Company No. 15 in Old Slip, where both companies 
have since then been much crowded. Strenuous efforts will be made to 
obtain a new site and building for this company as soon as possible. 
Engine Company No. 6 occupies a small building and lot at No. 100 
Cedar street, 200 feet east from Broadway, which requires enlargement 
to fit it for the apparatus it should have. This also will be effected as 
soon as possible. 

Attention is particularly invited to the table showing losses by fire, 
etc., since the organization of the Department, from which it appears 
that the average loss per fire was less in 1896 than during any prior year. 
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Meritorious Services. 

The following rescues at fires, involving personal risk, were reported 
and recorded on the Roll of Merit : 

Assistant Foreman Thomas Larkin, of Hook and Ladder Company 
No. 9, rescued Rosie Jacobwitz, aged 18， from bedroom in rear of first 
floor, No. 125 Stanton street, February 3. In making the rescue Assist- 
ant Foreman Larkin had to crawl on hands and knees through two rooms 
heavily charged with heat and smoke to the bedroom, where he found 
Rosie Jacobwitz lying on a cot unconscious. He carried her back 
through the rooms to the street. The officer in command at the fire 
reported that but for the prompt and brave action of Assistant Foreman 
Larkin, the woman would have been suffocated. 

Fireman Charles Sheridan, of Hook and Ladder Company No. 6, at 
the fire at No. 77 Hester street, February 15, rescued Borsak Liebstein, 
aged 90 years, from the landing on the second floor. He went up a 
ladder to a front second-story window, thence through two rooms full of 
smoke to the burning stairway and, crawling on hands and knees, found 
Liebstein lying on the landing seriously burned about the body. He 
dragged him back through the rooms to the window, from which he was 
taken to the street. The commanding officer reported that the rescue 
was made at personal risk to Fireman Sheridan, and that his prompt 
and brave action saved Liebstein's life. 

Fireman Thomas Malavey and Engineer John Kenlon, of Engine 
Company No. 24, rescued Mrs. Diana McDonald from the burning build- 
ing No. 25 Minetta lane, February 19. On reaching the fire, Fireman 
Malavey and Engineer Kenlon climbed up the fire-escape ladder to .the 
second-floor balcony, from which he pulled Mrs. McDonald out through 
the window and carried her to the street. She was severely burned 
about the hands and face. 

Firemen Martin M. Coleman, John S. Mulster and Manuel Garcia, of 
Hook and Ladder Company No. 3, at the fire at No. 77 East Tenth 
street, February 22, rescued J. C. Walsh, Mrs. King and Mr. and Mrs. F. 
L. Lewis, under the fallowing circumstances : The fire originated in the 
rear hall of first floor and communicated by the hallway to the third-floor 



front room, the door of which had been left open. Means of egress were 
cut off from occupants of upper floors. One man and two women were 
hanging out of the middle window of fourth floor and one man from the 
window of the hall bedroom on third floor when the firemen arrived. 
Two ladders were raised, one of which Fireman Mulster ascended and 
rescued J. C. Walsh from the third-story window while flames were issu- 
ing from the window over their heads, and Walsh, who was an invalid, was 
partially overcome by the heat and smoke. At the same time Fireman 
Coleman had ascended the other ladder, followed by Fireman Garcia. Mrs. 
King, at the fourth-floor window, before she could be reached, either jumped 
or fell down the ladder, but was caught by Fireman Coleman, who was 
then about six feet from the top of the ladder. He passed her to Fire- 
man Garcia, who conveyed her safely to the street. Fireman Coleman 
then ascended to the top of the ladder and assisted Mr. F. L. Lewis to 
the ladder, passing him to those below. Then by an extraordinary effort 
he lifted Mrs. F. L. Lewis (who was a heavy woman) to the ladder, which 
did not quite reach the window, and, assisted by Fireman Garcia, con- 
veyed her safely to the street. The commanding officer (Chief of Battal- 
ion Shaw, since killed at a fire) reported that these rescues were made at 
personal risk. 

Fireman Charles J. McCartie, of Engine Company No. 14, while 
returning from dinner March 1, met a citizen about to give a verbal 
alarm to Engine Company No. 24 on Morton, near Hudson street. He 
ran to the building, No. 466 Hudson street, from which the alarm came, 
and was informed that a child was in the room in the attic, which was on 
fire. The fire had gained considerable headway and the building was 
soon heavily charged with smoke. Fireman McCartie made his way to 
the room, but found it unoccupied. The fire had gained headway, and 
flames were emerging from the upper part of the door. By dropping on 
his hands and feet, McCartie got out of the room, but his hair and eye- 
brows were singed and his face severely burned. It was subsequently 
learned that there was no one in the room, but the report of Chief of 
Battalion Shaw was that McCartie took all the risks attending a rescue 
under the mistaken information that life was to be saved, and that his 
action was highly commendable. 
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Fireman Howard C. Ruch and William H. Weise, of Engine Company 
No. I， rescued Mrs. D. L. Pierce, Thomas McCarthy, his wife Margaret 
and their two children, Catherine and Mary, under the following circum- 
stances : The rescues were made from the " Winchester " apartment 
house, Nos. 1242 and 1244 Broadway, March 4, at 5.15 A. M. The fire 
originated in the cellar and extended to the third, fourth and fifth floors. 
On account of the intense heat and dense smoke, escape by means of the 
stairway and ordinary exits from the fifth to the third floor was impos- 
sible. The occupants on the fifth floor were compelled to go to the 
windows, where they were seen from the street. 50 and 85 feet 
extension ladders were raised. Fireman Ruch ascended to the top of 
the 50-foot ladder and thence, by scaling ladder, reached the top floor to 
rescue Mrs. Pierce. As he was assisting her out of the window she 
became hysterical and grasped him about the neck, and hanging in this 
position, he carried her down the scaling ladder to the fourth floor, where 
he was assisted into the window. Fireman Weise, by means of a scaling 
ladder, climbed upward from floor to floor until he reached the fifth story, 
where he found the McCarthy family. Fireman Weise crawled into the 
room and, with good judgment, closed the doors leading to the halls, 
which had been left open, and so greatly prevented fire and smoke from 
entering the rooms. On his return to the window, to which meanwhile 
the extension ladder had been raised, Weise passed the inmates out to 
other firemen, who had followed. The presence of Fireman Weise on 
the fifth floor evidently gave great encouragement to the terrified 
occupants, who would otherwise, undoubtedly, have jumped from the 
window. *' 

Fireman Thomas J. D. Carrigan, of Hook and Ladder Company No. 
14, rescued Frederick Thompson from a window on fourth floor, front, at 
No. 2365 Third avenue, September 29. He went up through the adjoin- 
ing three-story building (No. 2363 Third avenue) to the roof and climbed 
to the lintel of the fourth story of No. 2365, where he found Thompson 
in the window, partially overcome by heat and smoke, and passed him 
to the roof of the adjoining building. The officer in command said : 
" Fireman Carrigan took personal risk, as he had to step about four feet 
to lintel from adjoining roof, and if he had not arrived as he did, Thomp- 
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son could not have lived, on account of smoke and heat. All means of 
escape were cut off at stairway by the fire." 

Assistant Foreman William T. Beggin, of Hook and Ladder Com- 
pany No. 16， rescued Mrs. E. T. Buttin and Mr. and Mrs. J. Williams 
from building No. 340 West Fifty-ninth street at 2.25 P. M., October 12. 
Assistant Foreman Beggin, who was off duty, on leave of absence, being 
in the immediate vicinity when the fire broke out, saw several people at 
the windows. Realizing that all escape by the stairway was cut off, he 
went to the adjoining building and, climbing out of the second-story 
window, crossed to the burning building by walking on the projecting 
sills. In this way he reached Mrs. Buttin, who was shouting for help. 
Taking a firm hold of her, he led her to safety the way he had come. 
Beggin then went up to the third floor, crossing and recrossing twice in 
the same manner, and rescued Mr. and Mrs. Williams. 

Fireman William J. Schuster, of Engine Company No. 40, rescued 
Lester Harms, aged 16 months, from the rear apartments of the building 
No. 70 West Tenth street, on October 29. When Schuster first entered 
the bedroom in which the child was, on his hands and knees, he was 
forced to back out by the heat and smoke. Picking up a rubber coat and 
throwing it over his head, he again crawled into the room and, groping 
around, found the child, unconscious, sitting on a chair, and carried it 
out. 

Engineer John F. Walsh, of Engine Company No. 10， during the 
progress of a fire on the steamship " Herman Winters," at Pier 11, North 
river, October 20， rescued Patrick Mulgrew from drowning. Mulgrew 
fell into the river between the steamship and the dock and floated on a 
piece of timber about six feet under the dock. Engineer Walsh heard 
the cry " man overboard," lowered himself down on one of the piles, 
swam to Mulgrew and brought him to the foot of a ladder. 

Firemen Martin M. Coleman and John S. Mulster, of Hook and 
Ladder Company No. 3, rescued Joseph Welsh and Mrs. Rose Welsh 
from building No. 105 East Fifteenth street, December 11. These per- 
sons were at the window of the third floor front, cut off by the heat and 
smoke from the fire on the first and second floors. The flames and 
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smoke were coming through the gate of the carriageway on the first 
floor, setting fire to and burning the signs and woodwork on the first and 
second floors between the ladder and the building, almost obscuring Mr. 
and Mrs. Welsh from view. Fireman Coleman was the first up the ladder 
and rescued Mrs. Welsh, who fainted when taken from the window to 
the ladder, which compelled Coleman to carry her down the ladder to the 
sidewalk. Fireman Mulster had followed Fireman Coleman up the 
ladder and was close behind when the latter started down with Mrs. 
Welsh. To avoid interference with Coleman,' Mulster swung himself 
under the ladder, back to the upper side, and ascending, promptly 
rescued Mr. Welsh. 

In all thirty-nine members of the uniformed force were specially com- 
mended by their superiors for bravery in the performance of duty, their 
deeds being inscribed on the Roll, of Merit. Of that number sixteen were 
more particularly commended, because their acts (as above described) 
were reported as involving personal risk. 

The records further show that about thirty-six human lives were thus 
saved. 

It is not, however, upon such deeds alone that the fireman's claim to 
popular favor rests. No other class of public servants render such con- 
tinuous service or incur danger so frequently. With the exception of an 
allowance of about an hour for each meal, three days' rest each month 
and a brief summer vacation, they are on duty every hour, day and 
night. There are no relays or shifts every few hours or every other day, 
as in other branches of the public service. During every hour of the 
day, whether engaged in the care of horses, apparatus or house, on watch 
duty or resting, they must be ready for fire duty on the first tap of the 
telegraph, and, whether asleep or awake, respond instantly. When 
a company responds to the signal, they are often on the apparatus 
and on the way before being fully clothed. Every company, whether 
assigned to go or not, is required to hitch up on receipt of an alarm. As 
all second, third, fourth and fifth alarms are sent to every company from 
the Battery to City Island, upon the first tap of such a signal, the entire 
eighty-six companies " stand to horse ，， and, with every man at his post, 
await the concluding portion of the signal, indicating to some of them 
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which way they are to go, and to others that, for the time being, they 
are not needed. Thus an unbroken night's rest in the busier parts of the 
city is almost unheard of. 

At fires the fireman's most exhausting and dangerous work is not 
always performed in view of spectators, nor, indeed, is it generally per- 
formed at what are called large or conspicuous fires, the details of which 
are furnished to the citizens by the public press. The majority of fires 
are stopped at their very beginning by the skill, coolness and courage of 
the officers and men in getting quickly, through smoke and flame, at the 
seat of the fire. In sub-cellars and basements, over hanging ceilings, in 
lofts and under stairways fires break out which can only be subdued by 
promptly getting at the point of starting. To do this the firemen must, 
in many cases, crawl and feel their way through blinding and suffocating 
smoke and almost unendurable heat. Succeeding by dint of these efforts 
in extinguishing the fires and thus preventing heavy loss of property, such 
fires are quite naturally dismissed with the words " damage trifling," 
" slight," etc., when in reality the service may have been far more 
hazardous than some of the conspicuous acts performed at large fires, 
in full view of spectators. 

It is very gratifying to the Commissioners that the firemen's devotion 
and faithfulness are, however, appreciated by their fellow citizens, as is 
evidenced by the many commendatory letters received, sometimes 
accompanied by substantial contributions to the Relief Fund. 

Presentation of Medals. 

Various causes having prevented this ceremony from taking place 
earlier, it was determined to fix November 14 as the day, and the Drill- 
yard in rear of Headquarters as the place, for its occurrence. 

His Honor, the Mayor, made the presentation as follows : 

The Bennett medal for 1895 to Fireman 1st grade William H. Behler, 
Engine Company No. 35, awarded to him for a rescue described as 
follows in the report for that year : 

"Fireman William H. Behler, of Engine Company No. 35, rescued 
Mrs. Carmela Amaro and child at the fire No. 409 East One Hundred and 
Twelfth street, Station 737, at 8.53 A. M., on the 13th of January, under 
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the following circumstances : Mrs. Amaro appeared at the fourth-story 
window, front, shrieking wildly for help, as she clasped a three-months- 
old child to her breast. She could not reach the fire-escape from the 
window at which she stood, on account of the smoke and heat, and Hook 
and Ladder Company No. 14 had not yet arrived. The woman was 
about to jump to the street when Fireman Behler appeared at the 
fourth-story window of No. 407， which is next door. He leaned out of 
the window and, while some citizens held him by the legs, reached over 
to where the woman stood. She passed her child to him and then swung 
herself into his arms, and Behler landed both safely on the floor of the 
adjoining flat. The Chief of Eleventh Battalion, in reporting the occur- 
rence, says : ' I consider that the prompt action of Fireman Behler pre- 
vented serious consequences and was a personal risk, for which I recom- 
mend that his name be placed on the Roll of Merit/ " 

The Stephenson medal to Foreman James J. McCartney, command- 
ing Engine Company No. 1， who was adjudged most worthy among the 
company commanders during the year 1895. 

Strength of Uniformed Force ^ Number of Fires, with Losses, Population, 

Number of Buildings, etc., from 1866 to 1896. 
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Indictments and Convictions 



Description of Person. 



Name. 

Louis Gordon • 

Wm. F. Buddenklepper 

Martha Taylor 

Isaac Zuker 

Abraham Plonsky 

John Madden 

Natalie Mayer. 

Arthur H. Hopping 

Dennis Dwyer 

Frank Lloyd Danforth 

Henry Schepp, Jr 

Henry Schepp, Sr 

Cases Hereto/ore Reported Still 
Pending. 

Louis Valenstein 

Wolf Rosenheim 

Thomas Mulligan 

David Goldstein 

Yuen Hoy 

Bernard Petchaft 

Abraham Krone , 

George W. Holt 

Charles Lenz 

Koppel Fridland … 

Henry Cohen 

Eva Gotthoef 

Helen Louise Johnson 



a? 



Married or 
Single. 



42 



29 



29 



28 



36 



14 



13 



24 



17 



2 9 
37 
25 
42 

49 
45 
5o 

54 
45 

32 



35 



3。 



Married. 



Single 



Married . 



SingU 



45 I Married . 



Single , 



44 I Married. 



Single , 



Married , 



Color. 



White 



Colored 



White. 



White. 



Chinese. 



White. 



Nativity. 



Poland 



Germany. 



United States 



United States • 



Germany. 



United States. . . 



Germany. 



Poland 



Germany 

United States. 



Poland 



China . 



Russia 



Prussia . 



Occupation. 



Merchant . 



Cabinetmaker . 



Laundress. 



Merchant. 



Shoe Dealer. 



Domestic. 



Schoolboy. 



Baker 



Dentist. 



Express. 



Express. 



Cigar manufacturer. 



Tailor 

Bricklayer. 



Jeweler. 



Laundry. 



Manufacturer. 



Manufacturer. 



United States.... 



Russia 



Germany. 



Ireland 



Insurance adjuster. 



Policeman. 



Salesman. 



Housekeeper 



Designer , 



5 



for Arson, Incendiarism^ etc. 



Nature of Charge and Cir- 
cumstances. 



( Setting fire to No. 21 Walker st.， July 
I 24, 1894 

{Setting fire to No. 23a East X25th St., 
Aug. ai, 1895 



\ Setting fire to No. aaa West 64th St., 
( Dec. 16, 1895 



Setting fire to No. 264 Division st. 



{Attempt at arson, 3d degree, at No. 306 
Bowery 



{Setting fire to church, No. 176 Franklin 
St., June 30, 夏 896 

{Setting fire to No. 470 Lenox ave., Mar., 
18, 1896 

( Setting fire to letter-boxes, No. 22x4 8th 
j ave., Nov. 23, 1896 



( Setting fire to No. 7 East 725th St., 
\ Dec. 16, 1896 

{Setting fire to No. 319 East 53d st., 
Dec. 10, 1896 

{Setting fire to No. 3x9 East 53d St., 
Dec. zo, 1896 



Setting fire to Nos. 85 and 87 Reade st . . 
Violating section 112, Penal Code 



Nature of Indict- 
ment and Date. 



Arson, 3d degree, Mar. 
8, 1895 



} 



} Arson, 1st degree, 
Dec. 27, 1893 

) Three indictments, zst, 
i 2d and 3d decrees. . . 

) Attempt, 3d degree, 
) May 15, 1896. 



When and of What 
Convicted. 



I 3d degree, Jan. 39, 
) 1896 



Attempt to set fire to No. 371 Seventh 
ave 



Presenting false claim. 



{Setting fire to No. 625 Columbus ave , 
April 15, 1895 



Setting fire to No. 5 Rutgers place, 
Nov. 2, 1894 



Setting fire to No. 172 Park Row. 



{Arson, 3d degree, 
Mar. 1, 1894 , 



Feb. 14, 1894. 



) Attempt at arson, ad 
) degree, Sept. 14, 1894 



Dec. 11, 1894. 



Arson, xst degree, 
June 25, 1895 



Arson, 3d degree, and 
false claims 



Arson, 



[une 6, 1893. 



degree, 



Setting fire to No. 234 East 38th st 



Setting fire to No. ar Walker st., July 
»4» 1894 



Setting fire to No. sz Walker st" July 
24. 1894 



Setting fire to No. 434 East 80th St., 
Aug. 1, 1895 

Setting fire to No. 334 Central Park, 
West, Nov. ai, 1895 



j Arson, ad degree, 
I June 24. 1895 



Arson, 3d degre< 
June 34, 1895 



( Arson, 3d 
\ June 24, 



degree, 



j Arson, 3d degree. 



{Arson, zst degree, 
Dec. 13, 1895 



Arson, 3d degree, 
Apr. 9, 1896 

Arson, zst degree, 
Dec.a8, 1896 



Sentence and 
Remarks. 



I 6 years xo months in 
) State Prison. 

{Discharged Jan. 35. 
1896. 

}zs months in Peni- 
tentiary. 

) 36 years in State 
I Prison. 



I Committed to House 
I of Refuge. 



Three indictments. 
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The sentences for the crime of arson secured during the year, noted 
in the foregoing statement, particularly in the cases of Louis Gordon and 
Isaac Zuker, for nearly seven years and thirty-six years, respectively, 
will, it is believed, have a deterrent effect upon those tempted to commit 
crimes of this nature. 

Operations under the Laws Regulating the Storage of 
Combustibles and Explosive Materials, etc. 



Special surveys made to determine the fitness of premises 

for the storage of combustibles or explosive material. . . 2,608 
Samples of kerosene oil collected and tested 3,289 



CoHFLAINrS OF VlOLATIOBS, ETC. 



Selling keroseiie oil withom lice™ 

ChiiuD«v Arn... , -., ……- - 

Hoitlwaya found open after concJuaion of buiious. . - 

Hn hydrant" obstructed 

Lights unprotecled 

Wont of fire-«ftiniuiihing appliances 



Combustible m'leriat 【。 《xc«iivc quantify,. …一 
Keroiene or naphtha, etc.. Id eicessiTe quamiiy.. 

. chimicals, milch,,, etc., kept whhouij 

:., impropcTly slorcd, tranipoTt«d. eti 
Chimney,, flues, h tat iDB apparatus , etc.' uawfe. 
It Ay, amw, cwton, ragi, and diher vegciable fibre I 
Btond in ucc，，iv， qitanliiy.., f 



ireworks. dhi 
owder, etc., in 
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Money Received for Licenses and Permits Issued^ Penalties Collected, 

Sale of Explosive s、 etc" Seized 、 etc. 、 



For 4,427 kerosene oil licenses issued, at $10 $44,270 00 

For 47 powder licenses issued, at $5 235 00 

For 1,502 special permits issued, at $2 、 3,004 00 

For 12 wholesale fireworks permits issued, at $20 240 00 

For 357 retail fireworks permits issued, at $S 1,785 00 

For 31 kindling fire in street permits issued, at 50 cts 15 50 

For 164 permits to use and keep explosives in hand maga- 
zines, at $10 - 1,640 oo 

For 9 permits to use and keep explosives in main maga- 
zines, at $25 225 00 

For 8 permits to sell explosives, $25 200 00 

For 26 permits to transport explosives, at $1 26 co 

Total for licenses and permits $51,640 50 

For 189 penalties for chimney fires, at $5 $945 00 

For I hoistway left open, at $50. ... 50 00 

For sale of explosives seized 3 05 

Total for penalties … 998 。5 

Total received and turned over to the Relief 

Fund $52,638 55 



The amount collected by the Bureau and turned in to the Relief Fund 
considerably exceeded the amounts for preceding years. There has also 
been a more thorough enforcement of the provisions of law requiring drug 
and paint stores to obtain permits for the sale of benzine, turpentine, 
acids, drugs, etc. 

Fire-alarm Telegraph. 

Seventy-eight miles of old wire were taken down and restrung with 
new, and 38 miles of additional wire strung in repairs and extensions of 
circuits. ' 

Sixty-one poles were set, 70 reset, and 108 taken down and con- 
demned. 
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One hundred and sixty poles, with signal boxes attached, and 38 com- 
bination signal and lamp posts, were painted. 

New box and signal circuits were constructed from quarters of Engine 
Company No. 45, West Farms, connecting with 14 new boxes of the 
regular pattern in Unionport and Westchester. 

Two box and signal circuits were constructed in the former villages of 
Wakefield and Williamsbridge, between Engine Companies Nos. 62 and 
63, connecting with ten new signal boxes. 

Telephone circuits, with bridging bells and magneto instruments, 
were constructed from the quarters of Engine Company No. 45, West 
Farms, to Engine Companies Nos. 61 and 64 ； and from Engine Company 
No. 48, connecting with Engine Company No. 62, Williamsbridge, and 
Engine Company No. 63, Wakefield. 

Twenty-six fire-alarm boxes have been added. 
Boxes now in service for transmitting signals to central office. . . 1,179 
Connection made from buildings, with central offices of private 
signaling companies and transmitted to central office over 

independent wires 1,036 

Auxiliary attachments by private circuits 50 

Total signaling stations 2,265 

The Department subway system has not been increased during the 
year further than by the addition of 500 feet of subsidiary duct and con- 
nection with two new signal boxes. , 

The system at present (approximately) comprises 108 乂 miles of cable, 
containing 964 miles of single conductors placed in 82 miles of the 
general subways and 36^ miles of Department subsidiaries, connecting 
with 503 street fire-alarm boxes, 77 schools, 65 apparatus houses, 5 other 
Department buildings, 6 officials' and officers' residences, 3 hospitals, 4 
underwriters* patrols, and 6 miscellaneous. 

More than one-half of the system is now underground, and with the 
means available it is estimated that nearly all connections south of One 
Hundred and Thirtieth street can be put in subways and overground 
lines removed from the streets, during the year 1897. The importance of 
this will be appreciated when it is known that in this part of the city 
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nearly 95 per cent, of all the fires annually occur, and that the danger of 
damage by storms, the crossing of wires and others to which overhead 
systems are liable, will be practically over when this improvement is 
completed. 

The overhead system consists of 4,250 poles and about 585 miles of 
wire, connecting with 403 street boxes, 59 school-houses, 27 homes and 
hospitals, 2 1 apparatus houses, 5 hospitals, 1 1 officials and officers of the 
Department, 2 fire patrols, and 1 Department of Public Works. 

The territory beyond the Bronx river greatly needs better fire-alarm 
facilities, which will be furnished as early as practicable. 

The employees of this branch of the Department are both hard- 
worked and underpaid. Holidays, with the exception of very brief 
vacations in the summer (which entail additional work upon those 
remaining on duty), are unknown to them, for the nature of their duties 
requires their presence every day, including Sundays 一 while their salaries, 
from the head of the Bureau down through nearly all the grades, are 
lower than those paid for similar services in the other great cities of the 、 
country. 

Number of alarms : 

From street boxes 2,925 

From special building boxes 7 

From Automatic Signal Company 48 

From Thermostatic Signal Company 15 

Verbal • 1,230 



4,225 



Second alarms 

Third alarms 

Fourth alarms 

Fifth alarms 

Special calls for companies 
Insurance patrols 



93 
96 

9 

3 

91 
80 

213 
104 



Ambulances 
Relief signal 



689 



Total alarms and calls 



4,914 
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Messages transmitted • 7,303 

Messages received 8,329 

Total messages 15,632 



i The total number of applications for inspection of electrical plants in 
buildings during the year, 6,831. The actual inspections averaged 3 to 
each installation. Average number of inspections, 13 for each inspector 
per diem. Total number of inspections, 20,685. Certificates issued, 
6,067 ； notices of violations sent out, 5,554 ； letters written and sent out, 
4,5i6. 

Attorney to the Department. 

Violations of Law Relating to Combustibles y etc. 



For Disposition. 










Total 
Disposed 
of. 


Pending 

Last 
Report. 


Received 
Since. 


Total. 


3 




3 




9 


7 


16 


2 


9 




13 


3 










8 


2 


10 




33 




46 


9 



Nature of Violations. 



Selling kerosene oil without license 

Chimney fires 

Hoist ways open after conclusion of business. . 

Combustible materials 

Failure to provide telegraphic communication 

Total 



Now 
Pending. 



3 

TO 
IO 



37 



Violations of Law Relating to Hotels, Theatres^ etc. 





For Disposition. 














Total 
Disposed 
of. 




Nature of Violations. 


Pending 

Last 
Report. 


Received 
Since. 


Total. 


Now 
Pending. 


Insufficient means of escape, (ire-escapes, aisles ob-) 


XI 


2 






*3 




35 


136 


161 


11 


150 




46 


128 




IX 


163 
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Miscellaneous Business. 



Nature. 


PENDING 

Last 
Report. 


Rbcbivbd 


Total. 


Disposed 
of. 


Now 

PENDING. 




X5 
9 


37 
3 


37 
18 

13 


34 
a 


3 
16 

9 


24 


44 


68 


40 


28 



Moneys Received. 

July 13. Judgment in Fire Department vs. Mandel $5〇 00 

Oct 12. Penalty, F. Bienhauer 5 00 

Oct. 1 3. Penalty, M. Bayersdorf • 5 00 

$60 00 

How Disposed of. 

July 17. Paid to Fire Department Relief Fund $50 00 

Oct. 12. " " 5 00 

Oct. 13. " " 5 00 

$60 00 

Sanitary Statistics, Uniformed Force. 

Cases of Disability. 

Number of cases of illness 516 

Number of cases of injury 197 

Total 713 

Time lost (number of days for illness) 8,615 

Time lost (number of days for injuries) 4,122 

Total 12,737 



Examination of Candidates for Appointment to the Uniformed Force, 

Uniformed Force 一 

For 3d grade Firemen 76 

By order Civil Service Board, Officers and Firemen 1,173 
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Cause. 


6 right's Disoftse. 


Pneumonia. 


Pneumonia. 


Fracture of spine (killed at fire). 


m 

(A 

u 
9 
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i Fracture base of skull (killed 
\ at fire). 


Heart Disease. 


Tuberculosis. 


Date of 
Death. 


g> 


CO 






M 

M 






H 






一 ■■、 


C 

a 
< 








O 
O 

Q 


Da iB of 
Appointment. 


00 
00 


00 


m m 

NO N 

00 




00 
00 
00 


m 
>o 
00 


NO 

00 


00 
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Repair Shops. 



For many years, heretofore, it has been the practice to suspend work 
for a considerable number of days in the Repair Shops, so that the 
appropriation should not be exceeded. During the past year not a 
single day's'suspension was ordered for that reason. 

A vast amount of necessary work of various kinds is done here, and, 
it is believed, at less cost than it could be effected in any other manner. 

Beside the work in the shop, considerable repairing is dbne outside 
of ordinary working hours, at what are known as " break-downs," 
occurring mostly during runs to fires. This obviates delay in putting 
the damaged apparatus back in service. 

The preparation of specifications and drawings for new apparatus 
purchased under formal contracts and otherwise, and for extensive repairs 
to apparatus, as well as the inspection and issue of the same, also devolves 
upon the Repair Shops. The following statement shows the new appa' 
ratus, hose, etc., received and the outside work done during the year : 



Purchased under Contract. 



The following apparatus was purchased during the year : 

4 steam fire-engines. 3 hook and ladder trucks. 

3 chemical engines. 5 4-wheel hose wagons. 

2 2-wheel hand trucks. 1 battalion wagon. 



Rebuilt under Contract. 



8 steam fire-engines. 



Repairs under Contract. 



3 to fire-boats. 



Hose Received. 



i J^-inch 
3-inch . . 




4,000 feet. 31^-inch. 
7,000 " Chemical 
1,800 " 



,ooo feet. 
900 " 



American Ball Nozzles. 



Distributed, 10. 
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89 to steam fire-engines. 

4 to hose tenders. 
1 6 to battalion wagons. 

2 to shop wagons. • 



Extensive Repairs. 

io to hook and ladder trucks. 
12 to hose wagons. 
19 to light wagons, 
i to boat tender. 







Ordinary Repairs. 


140 


to 


steam fire-engines. 


18 to 


hose tenders. 


77 


to 


hook and ladder trucks. 


60 to 


hose wagons. 


120 


to 


battalion wagons. 


So to 


light wagons. 


6 


to 


fuel wagons. 


9 to 


water-towers. 


8 


to 


floating engines. 


2 to 


2-wheel tenders. 




to 


bell tower. 


IS to 


various wagons. 




to 


boat tender. 







Repairs by the Wrecking Force. 



53 to steam fire-engines. 
19 to hose wagons. 
11 to battalion wagons. 
5 to water-towers. 



32 to hook and ladder trucks. 

3 to hose tenders. 

4 to light wagons. 

i to supply wagon. 



In the Harness Shop 3,180 pieces of new work were turned out and 
1,078 pieces were repaired. In the Paint Shop 957 engines, trucks, 
wagons, wheels and other pieces were painted, striped and varnished 
and 272 were touched up. In the Hose Shop 2,724 lengths of hose were 
repaired. 
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Inventory of Apparatus. 



Total. 



Marine steam fire-engines (Cos. Nos. 43, 51 and 57) , 

' First size 



Steam fire-engines. 



Second size 

Third size 

Fourth size 

Fiith size 

Hose tenders, four-wheeled ！ 

Hose tenders, four-wheeled ― double reel (for boat) , 

Hose tenders, two-wheeled 

Hose wagons, four-wheeled 

Water-towers 

Chemical fire-engines 

Combination chemical engine and hose wagon 

Fuel wagons 

Wrecking truck 

Hand engines 

Hose carriage 

Hose jumpers 

Chief of Battalion wagons 

Portable water tank 



3 
18 

37 
23 
15 
2 

43 

2 9 
Si 

6 
2 

25 



2 



Turn-table, with extension ladder. 



(First size... 
Second size . 



Hook and ladder trucks -…. J Roller-frame, with extension ladder., 



Goose-neck, without extension ladder . 
Two-wheel hand trucks - 



First sizs, 
Second size . 
Third size. 



2 



1 
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Classified Description of Hose Tenders, Hose Wagons^ Boat Tenders 

Water-towers, etc. 



Style. 



4-wheel hose tenders 
2-wheel hose tender 

4-wheel hose tenders 
a-wheel hose tenders 
4-wheel hose tenders 



Manufacturer. 



Dept. Repair Shops . 

Amoskeag Mfg. Co. 
Dept. Repair Shops. 



Amoskeag Mfg. Co. 



Allerton Mig. Co.... 
Dept. Repair Shops. 



Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 



When 
Built or 
Placed 

IN 

Service, 



1865 
x866 
z866 
1867 
x868 



. About , 
k 1869 H 



1869 
1871 
1871 
1872 
187a 
1876 
1877 
1877 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1882 



Registered 
No. 



xa 

2 

3 

XX 
12 

13 

19 
20 

ax 
22 

25 

2 7 
28 

8 

9 
S 

29 
3。 
31 
33 
36 
37 
38 
39 
41 
42 
43 
45 
46 
48 



Where Uspd. 



Spare. 



Eng. Co. 5. 
Spare. 

Eng. Co. 49. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. 27. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. 49. 
Spare. 
Eng. Co. 33. 



12. 



49- 



Spare. 

Eng. Co. 36. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. x8. 
Spare • 



Eng. Co. 44. 
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1 1' 



Clapp & Jones Mfg. Co. 



I France pump received and placed at 



yHBRK Used. 





47- 






17- 


； pare. 




35- 


£ng. Co. 48. 




30. 


•pare. 




10. 


ing. Co. 】3. 




2. 


•pare. 




x6. 








tfUg. \aj, 37. 




Z2. 


" 〜 
4 2 - 




3- 


" 45. 




40. 


'• 47- 




21. 


" 50- 


41 


20. 


pare. 






ng. Co. 10. 




58. 


pare. 
















36- 






59- 








" 49- 




33- 


»are. 




2a. 


ig.Co. 53- 




60. 


31- 




«3- 
39- 


are. 




8. 


>g- Co. 39. 




S3- 


are. 




44- 






34- 


g. Co. 2. 




24- 


" 46. 




9- 


" 44. 



8. 
7- 

15- 
a8. 

6. 

54. 

35- 
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Classified Description of Hose Tenders^ Hose Wagons, Boat Tenders % 

Water-towers, etc. 



Style. 



4-wheel hose tenders 
2-wheel hose tender 

4-wheel hose tenders 
s-wheel hose tenders 
4-wheel hose tenders 



Manufacturbr. 



Dept. Repair Shops 

Amoskeag Mfg. Co 

Dept. Repair Shops 

Amoskeag Mfg. Co 

AUerton Mig. Co 

Dept. Repair Shops 

Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co 



When 
Built or 
Placed 

IN 

Service. 



1865 
x866 
z866 
1867 
1868 



Registered 
No. 



About j 
' 1869 ' 



iH6g 
1871 
1871 
1872 
187a 
1876 

1877 
1877 

1879 

1880 

1881 

X882 

1882 

1882 

1882 



za 

a 

3 
zx 

Z2 
13 

x 9 
20 

ax 

22 

34 

»S 

»7 
28 

8 

9 
5 

«9 

30 

31 
3a 

36 
37 
38 
39 
41 
4« 
43 
45 
46 
48 



Where Usbd. 



Spare. 



Eng. Co. 5. 
Spare. 

Eng. Co. 49. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. 27. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. 49. 
Spare. 
Eng. Co. 33. 



Z2. 



49- 



Spare. 

Eng. Co. s6. 
Spare. 



Eng. Co. 18. 
Spare . 



Eng. Co. 44. 
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J 



Yhbre Used. 



I jClapp & Jones Mfg. Co. 



A France pump received and pUced at 



― 



« 



47. 




17. 


； pare. 


35- 


Ing. Co. 48. 


3<>- 


Ipare. 


xo. 


Cntr. Co 1 *a 


2. 


ipare. 


,K 
xu* 




3 5* 


ing. Co. 37. 


Z2« 




3- 


■r J 


40. 




21. 




20. 


pare. 


27. 


ng. Co. io> 


58. 


pare. 


TO. 








36. 






tig. Co. 52. 


M. 


" 49- 

，y 


33- 


tare. 


22. 


lg.Co. 53. 


60. 




23. 


are. 


39. 




8. 


>g. Co. 39. 


S3. 


are. 


44. 


K 


34- 


g. Co. 2. 


24- 


" 46. 


9- 


" 44- 



8. 

7- 
15. 
28. 

6. 
54. 
35. 
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Classified Description of Hose Tender s^Hose JVq^ons^ Boat Tende r s、 



s 



4-wheel hose ten 
a-wheel hose tc 



-wheel hose ten< 



a-wheel hose tem 



-wheel hose ten《 
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Style. 



Manufacturer. 



4- wheel hose tenders • Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co . 

" P. J. Nevins 

2-wheal hose tenders Dept. Repair Shops 



i-whcel hose tenders . 



U. Bauchelle, 



Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 



2- wheel hose tendrrs. 



i-wheel hose tenders . 



Dept. Repair Shops . 



Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 



William Cole & Go 

Gleason Sl Bailey Mfg. Co . 



When 
Built or 
Placed 

IN 

Service. 


KBGISTERED 

No. 


Whkrh Use 


1882 


3 戚 


Spare. 


1882 


40 

，y 


Eng. Co. 48. 


1882 


，， 


Spare. 


1883 


CO 


Eng. Co. 1 3. 


1883 


CT 


Spare. 


1883 


3 哥 






DO 


Ene. Co. 37, 


1883 


e6 


•• 42- 


1883 




'• 45. 


z88q 






x83q 






1881 


60 


Spare. 


1884 


61 


Eng. Co. zo» 


1884 


6a 


Spare. 


1884 


63 




X8S4 






1884 

A WW ， 


65 




188s 


66 


Enfir, Co. >2* 


188s 


67 


" 40. 

，y« 


1886 


71 


Spare. 


1886 


68 




z885 


6q 


" 31. 


1886 


70 


Spstrc. 


1886 


73 




1886 

JL WWW 


7o 


F*ntr Co 10. 


x 886 




Snare 


1887 


7 U 




x 88; 


/ / 


Enff Co. 2. 


1887 


/ O 




z883 


70 


" 44. 

，，- 


1888 


80 


" 8. 


1888 


81 




1888 


82 


15. 


x888 


73 


•• 28. 


1889 


84 


" 6. 


1 1S89 


85 


" 54. 


' 1889 


86 


" 35- 
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Classified ^^^^^^^J^^J^^^^Iose Wagons, Boat Tenders l 



s 



4-wheel hose ten 
2«wheel hose te 



i-wheel hose ten< 



a-wheel hose ten< 



i-wheel hose ten< 
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Stylk. 



Manufacturer. 



L-wheel hose tenders , 



2- wheal hose tenders. 



Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 

P. J.Nevins 

Dept. Repair Shops 



卜 wheel hose tenders. 



2- wheel hose tendrrs. 



-wheel hose tenders . 



U. Bauchelle, 



Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 



Dept. Repair Shops . 



Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co . 



William Cole & Co 

Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 



When 
Built or 
Placed 

IN 

Service. 


No. 


Where Use 


x88> 


34 


Spare. 


曲 


49 


Eng. Co. 48. 


z882 


44 


Spare. 


1883 


50 


Eng. Co. ] 3. 


1883 


51 


Spare. 


1883 


54 




1883 


55 


Eng. Co. 37. 


1883 


56 


'• 42. 


1883 


57 


" 45. 


1883 


58 


" 47- 


x83 3 


59 


" 50* 


i8d 4 


60 


Spare. 


z88 4 


6z 


Eng. Co. 10. 


1884 


62 


Spare. 


1884 


63 




1864 


64 




1884 


65 




1885 


66 


Eng. Co. 52. 


1885 


67 


" 49- 


1886 


71 


Spare. 


z886 


68 


Eng. Co. 53. 


z885 


69 




1886 


70 


Spare. 


1886 


7a 




1886 


73 


Ene. Co. 30. 


1886 


74 


Spare. 


1887 


76 




x88; 


77 


Eng. Co. s. 


1887 


75 


" 46. 


z883 


79 


" 44. 


1888 


80 


" 8. 


188S 


8x 


" 7. 


1888 


82 


" IS- 


1888 


73 


" 38. 


1889 


84 


" 6. 


1889 


85 


" 54. 


1889 


86 


" 35. 
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Style. 



Manufacturer. 



l-wheel hose wagon , 



Gleason & BaUey Mfg. Co. 



E. B. Preston & Co. 



Gl.ason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 



Repair Shops 

Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 



When 
Built or 



in 

Service. 



Rumsey & Co. 



Registered 
No. 



Where Uses. 



I8S9 


87 


Eng. Co. 56. 


1889 


83 


" 16. 


1880 






1889 


2 


H. & L C '• 10. 


1800 




Eng. Co, 24. 


l80O 




" 犮 


I80O 




Spare. 


1800 


6 


Encr. Co. *o. 


1890 


7 


Spare, 




8 


Kng. Co. 20 . 


1800 
1850 
1801 




10 \ 
11 


Spare. 

(Boat tender). 
Eng. Co. 19. 

Ens:. Co. 47. 


x8qi 


12 




x 8oi 


I \ 


" 18. 


1801 


*T 




i?9i 




" 10. 


x8ox 


l6 


" 17. 


1801 


1 / 


" 16. 




l8 


" Q. 


x8qi 


10 




1802 


. 20 


" 12, 


1892 


21 




1802 


22 


" II. 


X892 




*' Q2. 


X892 


禱， 


。• 


Z892 


as 


" 4°- 


1892 


26 


" 55- 


1892 


27 


" 21. 


l893 


28 


•• 58. 


l893 




" 29- 


l893 


3。 


" «7. 


l893 






1894 




" S2. 


1894 


33 


" 36. 


1894 


34 


" 59- 


1894 


35 


" 14' 



6.7 



Style. 



wheel hose wagon 



■wheel double-reel boat tender, 
-wheel water-tower 



-wheel water-tank 



Manufacturer. 



Rumsey & Co 

P. Barrett, Son & Co 

Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 

Dept. Repair Shops 

A. Greenleaf 

Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co 
Kansas City Supply Co... 

Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co 
Dept. Repair Shops 



When 
Built or 
Placed 

IN 

Service. 



1894 
1895 
1895 

1895 
1895 
1895 
1895 
1895 
1895 
1895 
i895 
1896 
Z&96 
1896 
1896 
i £96 
1889 
1883 
1885 
1890 
1892 

1895 
1 383 




36 
38 

39 
40 

41 
42 
43 
44 

45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
5。 
51 
52 

2 

3 



Where Used. 



6 



K:ig. Co. 33 
13 

25 

35 

46 

23 
28 

、 39' 
53- 
50. 
6. 
62. 
64. 
24- 
7- 

H. &L.Co. 15. 
Sparc. 

H. & L. Co. 21. 

44 3- 
Eng. Co. 31. 
Spare. 
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Size. 



Style. 



Goose neck. • 
Roller frame 

Turn-tables. • 

Roller frame 
Turn-tables. • 
Roller frame 



Longest L add sr. 



40 feet 
3° 

jo feet 

65 

73 
70 

70 
7。 
65 
5。 
65 
73 
65 
5。 
5o 
50 
5。 
50 

73 
70 

50 
85 
85 
85 
75 
70 
85 

75 
70 

70 

85 
60 

70 
70 



Manufacturer. 



Dept. Repair Shops . 



Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 

Dept. Repair Shops 

Fire Extinguisher Mfg. Co. 



La France Fire Engine Co 



Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co, 
La France Fire Engine Co, 
Rumsey & Co 

La France Fire Engine Co, 
Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co, 



Where Used. 



Eng. Co. 49. 
Spare. 

H. & L. Co. 15. 
Spare. 



H. & L. Co. 13. 

" 18. 
Spare. 



H.&L.Co. s. 
Eng. Co. 50. 
H. & L. Co. 19. 
Eng. Co. 48. 

" 38. 
H. & L. Co. 6. 
Spare. 

H. & L. Co. 19. 



" 3- 



'« 12. 



l6. 

14. 

31. 



8. 
9- 



20. 
xo. 



Classified Description of Hook and Ladder Trucks. 



4 5 6 7 8 9 1 6 a 6 7 8 9 o 2 3 I 

2 I3IIIII2322 



7 4 

a a 



2 



9 o 

3 3 



I 2 4 7 8 9 o 

3 3 3 3 3 3 4 



2 3 4 5 



5 5 9 9 2 2 2 2 2 78 9 X 2 2 2 2 333566 78 Q I 2 2 2 3 3 3 4 

6 6 6 6 77777 7' 7788^88 6 8888 & 88 ^91^999999 
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Description of Fire-boats. 

" William F. Havemeyer " (Engine Company No. 43). 
Length over all, 106 feet; beam, 21 feet ； draught, 1 1 feet ； hull, 
wood ； tonnage, 1 10.94* ； horse-power, 375 ； I low-pressure condensing 
engine ； diameter, 26 inches ； stroke, 26 inches ； I boiler ~ Cowles water- 
tube ； steam pressure, 167 lbs.; single screw ； pumps, double, J J~i2~5 • 
capacity of each, 1,000 gallons per minute 一 2,oco gallons, Amoskeag 
Manufacturing Company, constructors ； built, 1875 ； cost, $30,000. 

4 4 Zophar Mills " (Engine Company No. 51). 
Length over all, 120 feet ； beam, 25 feet ； draught, forward, 9 feet; 
aft, 12 feet ； bull, iron ； tonnage, 185.49 ； horse-power, 575 ； I condens- 
ing engine ； diameter, 30 inches, stroke, 30 inches ； 2 boilers -一 locomotive 
pattern ； steam pressure, 65 lbs. ； single screw ； pumps, double, 

16-9-7^; 
9 7 , 

capacity of each, 1,500 gallons per minute ― 3,000 gallons, Clapp & Jones 
Manufacturing Company, constructors ； built, 1882 ； cost, $45,800. 



Size. 



3 



Style. 



Roller frame 

Turn-tables 

( Two-wheel hand ) 

I truck J 

( Two-wheel band i 

I truck 1 

(Two -wheel hand ) 
\ truck J 

Roller frame 



( Two-wheel hand I 

I truck ) 

I Two-wheel hand | 

1 truck f 

j F o u r - w h e e 1 1 
[ wrecking truck | 



Longest Ladder. 



60 feet extension. 
85 '• 



50 feet 

50 

40 

70 
40 
40 

39 
40 
40 



Manufacturer. 



Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 

La Fiance Fire Engine Co. 

{Bangor Extension Lad- 
der Co 

{Bangor Extension Lad- 
der Co 

{Bangor Extension Lad- 
der Co 

Gleason & Bailey Mfg. Co. 

Rumsey & Co 

Gleason 8l Bailey Mfg. Co 



Dept. Repair Shops. 



Where Used. 



H. & I" Co. 22. 

" 2. 
Eng. Co. 49. 

" 49. 

" 49- 

" 48. 

" 52- 
H. & L. Co. u. 
Eng. Co. 61 • 

" 62. 
H. & L. Co. 20. 
Eng. Co. 49. 

" <9. 
H. &L. Co. 11. 



•OKPICSJaas 7 6 



a 3 



8 9 o I 2 3 4 

4 4 5 5 5 5 



5 X 



4444455566666 9 

8888 & 688 & 8n»8 & 3 



/O 

" The New Yorker v (Engine Company No. 57). 
Length over all, 125.5 feet ； beam, 26 feet ； draught, forward, 9 feet; 
aft, 12 feet ； hull, steel ； tonnage, 243.37 ； horse-power, 800 ； i triple- 
expansioft engine ； cylinders ― high pressure, 15 inches ； intermediate, 24 
inches ； low, 39 inches ； stroke, 24 inches ； 2 boilers ― Scotch pattern ； 
steam pressure, 148 lbs. ； single screw ； pumps, double, j^^ J 110 • 
capacity of each, 6,500 gallons per minute 一 13,000 gallons, La France 
Fire Engine Company and Clapp & Jones Manufacturing Company, con- 
structors ； built, 1891 ; cost, $98,000. 



Chemical Engine and Combination Chemical Engines and 

Hose Wagons. 

Chemical Engine, registered No. 1 ； double cylinders, 60 gallons each ； 
built in 1896 by Fire Extinguisher Manufacturing Compan}'; Hook and 
Ladder Company No. 22. 

Combination Chemical Engine and Hose Wagon, registered No. 2, 
single cylinder, 60 gallons ； built in 1896 by Charles T. Halloway ； 
Engine Company No. 63. 

Combination Chemical Engine and Hose Wagon, registered No. 3 ； 
single cylinder, 60 gallons ； built in 1896 by Fire Extinguisher Manu- 
facturing Company ； Engine Company No. 61. 



Horses. 

Number of horses on hand at last report 438 

Purchased since , 65 

Total 503 

Died. 18 

Sold 28 

4 6 

Number on hand December 31, 1896 457 



On Probation 一 

At last report 1 1 

Received 226 

237 

Accepted 65 

Rejected 164 

229 



Number on hand 8 



Horses for the Department are now selected in the open market, and, 
under an arrangement with the dealers, are placed on trial for a period of 
thirty days, first in the Training Stables (West Ninety-ninth street, 
between Columbus and Amsterdam avenues), where they undergo a course 
of training for fire service ― tests calculated to reveal faults of temper and 
physical defects 一 and finally, in a company in actual service. The fore- 
going table shows that 72 per cent, of the horses selected were returned 
to the dealer as not suitable for the service. 

New Sites. 

The following new sites were acquired by purchase during the year : 

On the northwest corner of Prospect avenue and Kelly street, two lots. 

On the south side of One Hundred and Thirty-eighth street, 302 feet 
2]/ 2 inches west of Cypress avenue, two lots. 

On the northwest corner of One Hundred and Fifty-ninth street and 
Railroad avenue, East, two lots. 

On south side of Twelfth street, 100 feet west of University place, one 

lot. 

A new company on Twelfth street is particularly needed, many large 
new business structures having been erected ia this vicinity, and the 
distance between companies now covering that section of the city being 
considerable. This location is nearly equi-dtstant from the companies 
referred to. 

The following new sites were also applied for, and condemnation pro- 
ceedings to acquire them were begun : 

On .the south side of Seventy-fourth street, near Amsterdam avenue, 
for a new hook and ladder company. 
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On the westerly side of Mott street, near Grand street. 

On the north side of Great Jones street, between Lafayette place and 
the Bowery. The two last for Engine Companies Nos. 55 and 33, 
respectively, whose houses will be taken by the Elm street widening and 
extension ； and 

On City Island, for a new engine company. 

Appropriation has also been obtained for a new site for Engine 
Company No. 61 in Westchester. 

New Buildings. 

The new building for quarters of Engine Company No. 31, Water- 
tower No. i and headquarters Chief of Second Battalion, northeast 
corner of Elm and White streets, was completed. 

Plans and specifications are under way for a new engine company on 
the south side of Forty-third street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
upon the lot acquired in 1895. 

For the following-named locations plans and specifications for 
apparatus houses will also be ordered : 

One Hundred and Fortieth street, south side, between Amsterdam 
avenue and Hamilton place. 

One Hundred and Seventieth street, south side, between Amsterdam 
and Audubon avenues. 

Forest avenue, east side, near Denham place. 

East Two Hundred and Thirty-third street, near Katonah avenue. 
Woodlavvn Heights. 

Ogden avenue, east side, near Devoe street, for Hook and Ladder 
Company No. 19, now at No. 1 183 Ogden avenue. 

Appropriation was made for a new house on a new site for Engine 
Company No. 61 in Westchester, and for a house for the proposed new 
company on City Island. 



Alterations and Repairs to Buildings. 

Extensive alterations and repairs, under contract, were made to 
quarters Engine Company No. 45, and commenced at No. 160 Chambers 
street for quarters of Engine Company No. 29. 

Extensive repairs and alterations were made to quarters Engine 
Companies Nos. 1, 17, 23, 34, 35, 38, 54. 56, 61 and 64 ； Hook and Ladder 
Companies Nos. 5, 18, 21 and 22 ； Hospital and Training Stables and 
Headquarters. 

Ordinary repairs, involving various kinds of mechanical work, in 
buildings of the Department, aggregating 257 different jobs. 

The Department has nearly one hundred buildings in use, in most of 
which men and horses are compelled to stay all the time, except when 
called to fires. It is, therefore, essential that they be kept in good, safe 
and sanitary condition. 

Buildings and Sites Occupied by or Under Control of the 

Department. 

Headquarters 一 Office of Commissioners, Bureaus 一 ChieT of Depart- 
ment, Inspector of Combustibles, Fire Marshal and Fire-alarm Telegraph 
and Electrical Appliances, and Offices of Attorney, Medical Officers, 
Buildings Superintendent and Purchasing Agent, Nos. 157 and 1 59 East 
Sixty-seventh street, with drill yard and store-room in rear, extending to 
Sixty-eighth street. 

Night quarters, Chief of Department, No. 15 Great Jones street 
(Engine Company 33). 

Headquarters, Deputy Chief of Department (First District), No. 155 
Mercer street (Hook and Ladder Company 20 in same building), at No. 
1 57 Mercer street). 

Headquarters, Deputy Chief of Department (Second District), No. 165 
West Twenty-ninth street (Engine Company 1). 

Repair Shops, Nos. 130 and 132 West Third street. 

Hospital and Training Stables, Nos. 133 and 135 West Ninety-ninth 
street. 

Bell-tower and lookout, Mount Morris Square. 

Lookout, southwest corner of Tenth street and Sixth avenue (Jeffer- 
son Market Court-house). 
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Engine Co. 


i, 


No. 




2, 


No. 




3， 


No. 




4, 


Old 




5, 


No. 




6, 


No. 




7， 


No. 




8, 


No. 




9， 


No. 




10， 


No. 




ii, 


No. 




12, 


No. 




13， 


No. 




14， 


No. 




15， 


No. 




1 6, 


No. 




17， 


No. 




1 8， 


No. 




19， 


No. 




20， 


No. 




21, 


No. 




22, 


No. 




23, 


No. 




24, 


No. 






No. 




26, 


No. 




27， 


No. 




28, 


No. 




29， 


No. 




30, 


No. 



31 
32 

33 



and Ladder 15). 
340 East Fourteenth street. 
100 Cedar street. 
22 Chambers street. 十 
i6s East Fifty-first street. 
55 East Broadway. 
8 Stone street. 
437 East Houston street. 
261 William street 
99 Wooster street. 
14 East Eighteenth street. 
269 Henry street 
223 East Twenty-fifth street. 
91 Ludlow street. 

132 West Tenth street. (Fuel Depot 8.) 
355 West Twenty-fifth street. (Fuel Depot 1 1.) 
47 Marion street. 
216 East Fortieth street. 

159 East Eighty-fifth street. (Fuel Depot 16.) 
235 West Fifty-eighth street. (Fuel Depot 15.) 
78 Morton street. (Fuel Depot 7.) 
342 Fifth street. 

220 West Thirty-seventh street. 
173 Franklin street. 
604 East Eleventh street. 

193 Fulton street. (Hook and Ladder Company 10 
in same building.) 

253 Spring street.* (Fuel Depot 6.) 
Northeast corner White and Elm streets. 
No. 108 John street.* 
No. 15 Great Jones street. 
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Engine Co. 34, No. 440 West Thirty-third street. 

35, No. 223 East One Hundred and Nineteenth street. 

36, No. 1849 Park avenue. 

37, No. 83 Lawrence street. 

38, No. 1907 Amsterdam avenue. 

39, No. 157 East Sixty-seventh street (Department Head- 
quarters and Hook and Ladder Company 16 in same 
building.) 

40， No. 153 West Sixty-eighth street. 

41, No. 2801 North Third avenue. || 

42, No. 1 192 Fulton avenue. 

43, (Fire-boat "William F. Havemeyer "), foot of Grand 
street, East river. 

44, No. 221 East Seventy-fifth street. 

45, No. 1 187 Tremont avenue. 

46, Nos. 715 and 717 East One Hundred and Seventy-sixth 



47, 
48, 

49, 
50, 

5i， 

52, 
53， 

54, 

55, 
56， 

57， 
58, 

59， 



West One Hundred and Thirteenth street, 75 feet west 
of Amsterdam avenue. 

No. 2504 Webster avenue. (Temporary quarters, Kings- 
bridge road." 

Blackwell's Island. 

No. 749 East One Hundred and Sixty-sixth street. (Fuel 
Depot 22.) 

(Fire-boat " Zophar Mills ，，)， between Little Twelfth and 

Bloomfield streets, North river. . 
Riverdale avenue, near junction of Westchester avenue. 
No. 175 East One Hundred and Fourth street. (Fuel 

Depot 18.) 
No. 304 West Forty-seventh street. 
No. 173 Elm street. 
No. 120 West Eighty-third street. 
(Fire-boat " The New Yorker Castle Garden. 
No. 81 West One Hundred and Fifteenth street. 
No. 180 West One Hundred and Thirty-seventh street. 
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it 



• 



«« 



Engine Co. 60, No. 606 East One Hundred and Thirty-seventh street. 

61, Westchester. 

62, Williamsbridge. 

63, Wakefield.* 

64, Unionport. 
Hook and Ladder Co. 1， No. 26 Chambers street. 十 

2, No. 126 East Fiftieth street. (Fuel Depot 14.) 

3, No. 108 East Thirteenth street. 
4， No. 788 Eighth avenue. 

5, No. 96 Charles street. 

6, No. 77 Canal street. 

7, No. '217 East Twenty-eighth street. 

8, No. 7 North Moore street. 

9, No. 209 Elizabeth street. 

10, No. 191 Fulton street. (Engine Company 29 in 

same building.) 
it, No. 742 Fifth street. 
12， No. 243 West Twentieth street. 
13, No. 159 East Eighty-seventh street. 
14， No. 120 East One Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
street. 

15, Old SHp, between Water and Front streets. 

16, No. 159 East Sixty-seventh street. (Depart- 
ment Headquarters and Engine Company 
39 in same building.) 

17, No. 589 East One Hundred and Forty-third 
street. (Fuel Depot 21.) 

18, No. 84 Attorney street. 

19, No. 1 183 Ogden avenue.* 

20, No. 157 Mercer street. (Fuel Depot 23.) 
21， No. 432 West Thirty-sixth street. 
22， No. 766 Amsterdam avenue. (Fuel Depot 17. 

Fuel Depot 1, No. 28 Beaver street. t 

2, No. 5 Duane street. 

3, No. 304 Washington street. 



Fuel Depot 4, 


No. 




5, 


No. 




6, 


(see 




7， 


(see 




8, 


(see 




9， 


No. 




10， 


(see 




1 1， 


(see 




12， 


No. 




13， 


(see 




14， 


(see 




15, 


(see 




16, 


(see 




17, 


(see 




18, 


(see 




19, 


No. 




20, 


No. 




21, 


(see 




22， 


(see 




23, 


No. 
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180 Clinton street. 
199 Chrystie street. 
Engine Company 30.) 
Engine Company 24.) 
Engine Company 18.) 
106 East Thirteenth street. 
Engine Company 3.) 
Engine Company 19,) 
160 East Thirty-third street 
Engine Company 2.) 
Hook and Ladder Company 2.) 
Engine Company 23.) 
Engine Company 22.) 
Hook and Ladder Company 22.) 
Engine Company 53.) 

209 East One Hundred and Twenty-second street. 
58 Lawrence street. 
Hook and Ladder Company 17.) 
Engine Company 50.) 

15S Mercer street. (See Hook and Ladder Com- 
pany 20.) 

Storehouse, No. 20 Eldridge street. 、 , 

No. 180 Clinton street. (Fuel Depot 4.) 
No. 199 Chrystie street. (Fuel Depot 5.) 
No. 1922 Lillian street (formerly Division street), near Boston 
road. 

" No. 160 East Thirty-third street. (Fuel Depot 12.) 
Unoccupied, east Two Hundred and Thirty-third street, near Katonah 

avenue (Woodlawn Heights), 
north side One Hundred and Forty-ninth street, near New 

Trinity avenue, 
south side One Hundred and Fortieth street, 125 feet west 

of Amsterdam avenue, 
south side One Hundred and Seventieth street, 95 feet east 
of Audubon avenue. 



Unoccupied, east side Ogden avenue, 195 feet north of Devoe street. 

" east side Forrest avenue, 454 feet west of Denham place 

(formerly New street). 
" south side One Hundred and Fiftieth street, 100 feet west 

of Courtlandt avenue. 
" northwest corner of Prospect avenue and Kelly street, two 

lots. 

" south side of One Hundred and Thirty-eighth street, 302 

feet 23^ inches west of Cypress avenue, two lots. 
" northeast corner of One Hundred and Fifty-ninth street and 

Railroad avenue, East, two lots. 
" north side of Forty-third street, 482 feet 6 inches east of 

Sixth avenue, one lot. 
" south side of Twelfth street, 100 feet west of University 

place, one lot. 



The locations marked thus (*) are leased by the Department ； all others are city property. The locations 
marked thus (t) are only in pare occupied by the Department. At the locations marked thus (H) lots in rear 
or adjacent are leased by the Department. 
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Receipts and Disbursements of the Relief Fund, 1871—1895 

(Inclusive). 

Receipts, 



From 



Metropolitan Fire Department Relief Fund 

Fines 

Donations 

Penahies 

Oil licenses 

Fireworks permits 

Interest 

Foreign insurance tax 

Powder licenses 

Special permits 

Chimney fires 

Fire in street permi's 

Sales seized combustibles 

Sales sample oils 

Sales condemned horses, etc 

Excise licenses 

Absences without leave 

Special leaves 

New York State Dairy Commission 

Permits for sale, use, etc" oi explosives 

Premium on Bonds 

Refund ofPensions 

Refund of expenses 

Totals 



1871 to 1895. 

$7.34° 07 
35.538 51 
12,997 00 
14,408 10 
871,828 0。 
18,965 25 

472,347 。7 
"2,635 73 

5,575 5o 
18,666 00 
9,936 50 
866 75 

£22 40 

88 4 z 

19,378 91 
797,666 50 

1,853 16 
37,047 oa 

8,9<>3 75 
8,743 00 

1,500 00 




$2,456,497 63 



$2,038 53 
1,073 00 
135 00 

44,270 00 
2,025 00 

23.942 02 

23S 03 
3,004 00 
955 00 
IS 50 
3 05 

4,6ix 01 
118,206 00 

3,:5 6 12 
75 00 
2,091 00 
6,777 5° 
158 64 
155 85 



$2x3,937 22 



Total. 



$7,34。 07 
37,577 04 
14,070 00 

14.543 10 
916,098 00 

20,990 25 
496,389 09 

"-,635 73 
5,810 50 
21,670 00 
10,881 50 
882.25 

"5 45- 

88 4 x 

23,989 92 

915,872 50 

"853 16 
40,203 14 

8,978 75 
10,834 00 
8,277 50 
158 64 
J 55 85 



$2,669,434 85 



\ 



參 



8o 

Disbursements. 





1871 to 1895. 


1896. 


Total. 




$3,150 00 


$8,oco 00 


$11,150 co 






49? 63 


498 63 








18,227 31 




18,227 31 








IS 444 62 


2,235 37 


17,679 89 




522,124 51 


74.714 45 


596,838 96 




704,020 03 


82,607 釁 s 


786,627 25 




543.046 19 


56,595 59 


599,641 78 






23 «> 


23 00 




|t,8o6,oi2 66 


$224,674 16 


•2,030,686 82 



Recapitulation, 

Receipts, January 1, 187/, to December 31, 1896 $2,669,424 85 

Disbursements, " " 2,030,686 82 

Balance $638,738 03 



Contributions to the Relief Fund. ' 

January 23， Mrs. M. C. Hitchcock, No. 8 East Twenty- 
ninth street $100 00 

June 2, Hackett, Carhart & Co., Broadway and Canal 

street 250 OO 

June 5, Grace Church Clergy, No. 417 East Thirteenth 

street 50 00 

August 28, Howard Gould • 500 00 

August 28, Siegel, Cooper & Co., Sixth avenue 100 00 



$1,000 00 



In sending her check for $100, Mrs. M. C. Hitchcock says : " I send 
it with my grateful thanks to the Department for my rescue from the 
burning " Peabody ，， flats in Waverley place on the 14th inst. Without 
the assistance of members of the Department I should have been suffo- 
cated to death." 



8i 



Messrs. Hackett, Carhart & Co. inclose their check for $250, "as a 
testimonial of an appreciation of the excellent work of the Department 
on the occasion of the recent fire in our premises." 

Forwarding check for $50, Grace Church Clergy say : "It is the 
amount received at the Offertory on Saturday last, when members of the 
Department formed so large a part of the congregation, and the Clergy 
felt that it should be devoted to some fund in which they are directly 
interested." 

Mr. Howard Gould's contribution of $500 was a token of his appreci- 1 
ation of the successful work of the Department in saving life and property. 

Siegel, Cooper & Co. compliment the Department upon the prompt 
response to an alarm sent in from their building. As a slight appreciation 
of the services so quickly and satisfactorily rendered, they inclose check 
for $100. 



Edward Savage, for more than a quarter of a century bookkeeper of 
the Department, and Secretary of its Relief Fund, died after a lingering 
illness, on March 3. Under his watchful care the fund grew from a small 
beginning to its recent ampler proportions, and its beneficiaries owe much 
to his intelligent advice and fidelity to their common interests in its 
management. 

Mr. Savage enjoyed the respect and confidence, in a pre-eminent 
degree, of all those with whom he was associated in his long and honorable 
service in the Fire Department. 
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Receipts and Disbursements of the New York Fire Department 

Life Insurance Fund — 1871 to 1896. 

Receipts. 

1 87 1 to 1895, inclusive. . . . $352,064 87 

1896 . . 26,896 00 

Total receipts $378,960 87 

Disbursements. 
1 87 1 to 1895, inclusive $349,000 00 

1896 21,000 00 

370,000 oo 

December 31, 1896, balance on hand. ... $8,960 87 



New York Fire Department Life Insurance Fund. 

December 3【, 1895, balance on hand $3,064 87 

December 31, 1896, receipts for assessments 26,896 00 

― $29,960 87 

December 31, 1896, disbursements : 

Widow of Michael Petit $1,000 00 

Administrator of Adam Ebert i，ooo 00 

Widow of Timothy Fitzgerald 1,000 00 

Widow of Thomas H. Griffith 1,000 00 

一 Widow of Edward Savage 1,000 00 

Widow of Patrick J. Dunn 1,000 00 

Widow of Nicholas P. Loesch 1,000 00 

Widow of Louis F. Anderson 1,000 00 

Widow of Edward Walsh. 、 1,000 00 

Widow of Patrick J. Walsh 1,000 00 

Widow of John J. Britt 1,000 00 

Herman Jacobs and A. L. Appeles, 

administrators of George Jacobs .... 1,000 00 

^ Administratrix of Owen O'Rourke. … i,ooo 00 

Widow of William Shaw i，ooo 00 

Widow of William H. Powers 1,000 00 



December 31, 1896, disbursements : 

Widow of Francis McKiernan $i，000 00 

Widow of Charles A. Wolf 1,000 00 

Widow of Patrick Gormley 1 ,000 00 

Widow of Christopher Daly 1,000 60 

Widow of William P. Daniell 1,000 00 

Widow of William Bermingham 1,000 00 

$21,000 OO 

December, 31, 1896, Balance $8,960 87 

J5 ~ ~ = 

Very respectfully, 

JAMES R. SHEFFIELD, 
O. H. LaGRANGE, V Commissioners. 

THOMAS STURGIS, 

Carl Jussen, 

Secretary. 
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